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which is the capital point, the important and dominant
one. Roquette in 1842, and Mathieu in 1844, again
drew the attention of the industrial and scientific world
to zinc oxide and its use in painting, by making" known
the industrial processes of the manufacture of this body,
but their efforts had no practical result. Towards this
period, Gaultier de Clattbry speaks, in the Annales de
Hygiene PtMique, of the advantages of the substitution
of white zinc for white lead, and that is all, up to the
famous campaign of Leclaire. He, at least, as a practical
man, could put in practice the theory enunciated by
Courtois and Guyton de Morveau, sixty years previously.
The practical efficiency and the high authority of Leclaire,
together with his great probity, must necessarily have
imparted a gigantic impetus to the white zinc question,
which up to then had remained almost wholly within
the theoretical domain.
Let us hear what his contemporary, Stas, has once
more to say: "When Leclaire communicated the result
of his researches, he had already applied white zinc
to more than 2000 houses or public buildings. It is
certain that at this time an immense step was made. It
was not a question of experiments on a small scale. In
fact, the economical manufacture of white zinc had just
been solved by the same Leclaire, aided by Barruel, by
the discovery of a process of manufacture of white zinc,
which enabled it to be supplied in competition against
white lead ; a process which could be carried out without
any appreciable inconvenience to the workmen. Dis-
covering again a method by which white zinc paint
can be rendered drying, without first rendering the